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Useful resources to use with ESL students with disrupted schooling

The following list is to assist teachers to meet the needs of students with disrupted schooling.  It is not exhaustive and the recommendations are not a guarantee that the materials will suit all students.  Teachers need to examine the resources to judge their suitability for their students.

These resources are available for loan from:

Languages and Multicultural Education Resource Centre (LMERC)

150 Palmerston Street

Carlton, 3053

Telephone: (03) 9349 1418

Dictionaries
Davis, Deborah & Rawlins, Chris. (1995) Modern Cursive Beginner’s

Dictionary. Martin Education, St Leonards, NSW.

Students copy writing and develop handwriting skills. Can be used

independently after initial introduction. 

European Language Institute (1996) ELI Picture Dictionary English.

ELI, Recanati, Italy. 
Gramer, Margot F. (1994) The basic Oxford Picture dictionary. Oxford University Press, New York.

1200 words. Also workbook and teacher’s resource book. Uses American conventions and spelling so not all exercises are

suitable. Teacher Resource Book has preparation ideas.

Oxford photo dictionary. (1991) Oxford University Press, Oxford.

2400 words, British and American English.

Parnwell, E.C. (1988) The new Oxford Picture dictionary. Oxford University Press, New York

2400 words, so more comprehensive then the basic. Also comes with workbook.

Thematic picture dictionary for ESL beginners. (2003) NSW Dept of Ed.

This picture dictionary, with accompanying workbook, follows a sequence of themes. The vocabulary from the dictionary has been used as the basis for the reading texts in the units in the workbook. 

Zwier, Lawrence J. (1999) English for Everyday Activities: A picture process dictionary. Falcon Press, Selangor, Malaysia.
More difficult, instructional language. Includes CD, workbook and additional support material.
Language

Action Pack series. (1992) Metropolitan East Disadvantaged Schools Program, Erskineville, NSW.

Titles in the series; Animals, The Environment, Technology.

Court, Dorothy, Davidson, Hazel and Hounslow, Margaret (2006) A Whole new world: practical tips, photocopiable worksheets and resources.

Sugarbag on Damper Publishing, Brisbane.

Very basic language, literacy and life skills materials, with a CD of songs.

McColl, Hilary & Thomas, Susan (1996) Miniflashcard Language Game series. Heinemann, London.
Titles include Cartoons for Classroom Communication, Right-on role play, Adjectives, Clothes, Body and Health, Football fever.
Valuable thematic picture resource. Can be used with a buddy. Photocopiable pages useful for Concentration, Bingo and other communication games.

Mullen, Desley ( 1996) Everyday reading skills:  Elementary. Oxford University Press Australia, Melbourne.

Ramm, Jenny. 1992, Signposts: Access materials for beginning ESL Learners. AMES, Melbourne.
Parts of the text can be used independently after initial

introduction. Very simple, practical exercises. Topics include the

alphabet, personal identification, dates and numbering.

Murphy, Nicole (2002) Stepping Stones 1: English worksheets. Heinemann,Melbourne.

Blackline Masters with word formation and sequencing exercises. Teacher needs to set the context.

Teaching literacy in year 7… series. (1997) Directorate of School Education, NSW.

Examines the literacy demands of the key learning areas, and provides examples. Titles in series: Creative Arts; Design and technology; English; History; Geography; Mathematics; Languages; Science; Personal Development, health and PE.

Department of Education & Training, 2003, Beginning ESL –

secondary: support materials for teachers of secondary new

arrivals. Accessible units of work. Available online.



Maths

Focus on English series. (2002) Ministry of Education, New Zealand.

English for Mathematics titles: Shapes, Measurement

Living skills concept series: Maths masters. DSAMC Education, Tamworth, NSW.
Titles include: Measurement, Times tables, Introducing Maths, Money.  Simple, easy to follow worksheets designed for special education and numeracy classes.

Starink, Bob & Jennifer (1999) Literacy in maths. Blake, Glebe, NSW.  24 topic units in 2 books, each unit has a word list plus short literacy exercises.

Weber, Lauris. (2003) The language of mathematics. AEE Publishing, Gold Coast, Qld.

Teacher’s Resource book and Student workbook designed to for ESL beginners at secondary level.

Science

Blay, Avril (1994) Slices of science: a resource for Adult basic Education. ACFE Board, Melbourne.

Clutterbuck, Peter (2000) Understanding science. Blake, Glebe, NSW.  Middle and Upper primary levels suitable. Introduce scientific concepts and vocabulary.

Davies, Carolanne and Dorothy Parkes (1993) Heinemann science in context: special needs support material. Books 1 & 2. Rigby, Port Melbourne.

Focus on English series. (2002) Ministry of Education, New Zealand.

English for Science titles: Animals, Plants, Conservation, Weather.

SOSE

Davidson, Hazel and Court, Dorothy. (2001) The Great South Land. 
NCELTR, Sydney. Language learning resource on the theme of the discovery and exploration of Australia. Includes photocopiable worksheets and audiocassette.

Easy news series. (2000) AMES, Melbourne.

Video and workbook packages designed to help learn and understand local news and current events. Titles: Australian rules football, Anzac Day, Melbourne Cup and Australia Day. 

Flack, Richard and Lidia. (2003) English from Oz. English from Oz, Wembley, WA. Includes CD. Reading and listening activities with Australian focus. 



Harmony and Understanding series. (2006) Blake Education.

Australian (Melbourne-based) series suitable for primary students looking at Australian cultural diversity. The books in this series give students the chance to discover some of the cultures, traditions and beliefs that make up Australian society. The series also aims to help students have a better understanding and respect for cultures and traditions.

Some stories capture the experiences of recent migrants, while others look at traditions and values passed through generations from food and games to religious and cultural practices.

The series consists of six strands that focus on the multicultural experience. Within each strand are five non-fiction books, one Big Book and a teachers’ guide.

Our voices series. (2003) Rigby, Melbourne.

Our Voices was produced in collaboration with the National Museum of Australia for teaching Studies of Society and Environment to lower, middle and upper-primary students. Factual information books about Australia, big books, teachers’ books and picture packs. More information at:

http://rigby.com.au/ourvoices/
Picturepedia series. (2000)  Dorling Kindersley. 20 titles include People in the Past, People and Places, Sport, Dinosaurs and many others. Good visuals.
Health and PE/ Personal Development / Careers

The Essential Skills for Living series. (2005) User Friendly Resources,

Designed for ‘low achieving’ students. Activities are designed to practise a range of skills, and target literacy and numeracy skills. 

Titles: Job Applications; Job Hunting; Job Interviews; Just the Job: an A_Z of career choices.

Healthwize: health literacy teaching resource for refugee and other ESL students. (2004) VFST.

Available online at: http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/publications.php
Parker, Brian (2006) Living and learning series. Blake

Titles: Buying smart; Government, the law and you; Small Enterprise management; Work education.

Stoneman, Sonya (2001) Life skills: reading and activity book. (vols 1 and 2). Curriculum Corp.

Stoneman, Sonya (2006) Life coach: survival skills for upper primary students. Curriculum Corp.

Reading materials

Australian readers collection. NCELTYA, Sydney.

Titles: Between the flags and other stories (Elementary), Paradise beach (Pre-intermediate), Mystery and murder in Australia (Intermediate) and Wandering girl (Intermediate)

Beginner reader series. NSW AMES.

Title: When things go wrong.


Broukel, Milada. What a life! Stories of amazing people. Addison-Wesley, New York.

3 levels. Short passages with vocabulary, comprehension, discussion and writing activities.

Dorling Kindersley readers. 
4 levels from beginners to proficient. Some of the lower levels titles will be inappropriate.

Elementary readers collection. 
Titles: Growing up (childhood memories), Our island home (life in Australia) and Working lives (jobs). Includes workbook.

ESL readers: interactive stories and games for ESL beginners. (2004) NSW DE&T. 

This CD contains three animated stories based on common themes including school, transport and clothing. Interactive games accompany each story and teachers’ notes and bilingual versions of the stories in 22 languages are also available to download. The stories are suitable for students in the early stages of learning English in primary and secondary schools, as well as in English language schools and centres. 

Out and about: interactive literacy resource for ESL beginners.

Out and about contains three interactive scenarios based on experiences of students in language schools including excursions and a music lesson. First language support is provided in Dinka, Dari and Arabic. A set of interactive language learning activities is also available and teachers’ notes can be downloaded.

Heyer, Sandra. True stories in the news series. Longman, Harlow, UK.

5 titles in series, with different levels of difficulty. 

Keller, Rosanne. Life stories series. New Readers Press, Syracuse, NY. 

3 levels. Short stories, US content.

Livewires: Real lives. Cambridge University Press.

Titles of interest:  Steve Irwin, Cathy Freeman, Ned Kelly.

Macquarie Readers series. NCELTYA, Sydney.

Titles: Australians in the news, At the footy and other stories. Each story has pre and post reading activities. Audio cassette also available, including slow speed cassettes. 

Meehan, Rill (1996) Opal crazy. AMES, Melbourne.

Mystery story for beginners.

National Geographic Windows on Literacy series. 

Blake Education.

In 5 levels: Pre-Emergent; Emergent; Early; Fluent;  Fluent Plus.

Visual non-fiction readers on Science and SOSE topics. Simple text, with sophisticated visuals suitable for low literacy students.


New Wave readers. Level 1. Heinemann.  300 basic words

Originals. Macmillan. Starter level plus cassette. 300 basic words.

Prace Pageturners. Preston and Reservoir Adult Community Education, Reservoir.

Short simple stories designed for adult learners.

Multimedia

The Alphabet  (1995) Protea Textware.

Suitable for all ages, accessible and meets needs.

The Interactive Picture Dictionary (1995) Protea Textware.  Useful for vocabulary building in relation to the house, places, (including school), food, materials, nature and people.  Spelling exercises are valuable. Students can work independently after initial introduction.

Where’s English? (2001) Department of Education, Employment &

Training, Victoria.  A rich resource - useful for language practice which students can work on independently after initial introduction.

Websites


These sites are available through Victorian Education Channel

http://www.englishclub.com/
http://members.optushome.com.au/renatachylinski/index.htm
http://towerofenglish.com/eslsites.html
http://www.eslcafe.com/
Teacher reference 

Moving in new directions: Literacy strategies for ESL learners with disrupted schooling. (2003) Department of Education & Training.  Practical classroom strategies.  Professional development modules available on ESL website.

First Language Assessment Tasks, Arabic, Khmer, Somali & Vietnamese (2000) Department of Education, Employment and Training.  
Useful tool to gauge the learners’ knowledge and skills in their own

languages. 

ESL Literacy Links. (1993) Directorate of School Education.  Useful overview of skills development.

ESL Companion to the English CSF (1996) Board of Studies, Victoria.

ESL Course Advice: Stages BL and B1 (Primary) and Stages SL and

S1, (1996) Department of Education, Victoria.

Provides framework and practical suggestions.  Further information and resources can be found on the ESL website:

www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/programs/esl/default.htm

Learning objects to support ESL students 

The results of a trial jointly conducted by The Le@rning Federation and Victorian Department of Education and Training suggests that curriculum focused, pedagogically-sound multimedia learning objects can support the learning needs of ESL students when effectively integrated into classroom practice. Key features of classrooms using the digital content were high motivation levels, enhanced conceptual understanding, improved oral and writing skills and increased self-confidence. A significant finding was that learning objects provided opportunities for teachers to extend their pedagogical repertoire including providing learning tasks that effectively catered for the mixed abilities of their ESL students. The report and videos of the trial are available on the TLF website.

The Le@rning Federation online curriculum content is available through your education authority. For information about the online curriculum content available and details of who to contact in your education authority to gain access to these free resources, visit the Le@rning Federation's website.

New interactive resource for ESL beginners 

New Out and About CD-ROM provides students with contextual English language experience through three interactive scenarios based on excursions to the Sydney centre, Manly Beach and a classroom based music lesson. First language support is provided in Arabic, Dari and Dinka to help students make meaning from the text.

A series of interactive language learning activities is also available with each of the stories. The activities are based on the language in the readers, and can be used to develop and or test the student's English language skills.

A set of teachers' notes, including examples of the language structures, vocabulary and suggested teaching strategies for using the stories in the classroom, are available on the CD and can be downloaded for each of the stories. 


Lost and Found

A teaching resource for Youth classes, dealing with transition and settlement issues, in the form of a short DVD feature that follows the experiences of a group of young refugees settling in Australia. 

Based around the actual experiences of a secondary school transition class, and mostly written by them, the film uses digital story-telling techniques to present narratives around life before Australia, the expectations and the reality of living here, culture shock and learning to adapt and settle in.

Downloadable worksheets provide activities based on the themes of the film available free from the AMES Online shop.

Lost and found is suitable for youth programs in secondary and adult settings, secondary teacher professional development and refuges communities’ information session

Drive this way

Drive this way is an interactive DVD to assist new arrivals drive legally and safely on Victorian roads.  Users can choose between English, Arabic or Dinka voiceover and follow three video stories to find out about licensing, road rules and road safety. Each story is followed by its own quiz in English.  Topics covered are getting Ls and Ps, child restraints, parking signs, dealing with accidents, consequences of not obeying road rules.

At Work in Australia

This two part resource teaches job seeking and workplace communication skills to ESL learners.

DVD scenarios present key topics, which are further explored through books of activities and listening exercises. 

Part 1 Getting a job follows Sam a young school leaver, and Olga, a recent arrival in Australia in their search for work. It focuses on topics such as writing resumes, telephoning about jobs, cold canvassing, networking and interview skills.

Part 2 Getting on with the job sees Sam and Olga in their new jobs, and looks at the workplace communication skills, behaviour and personal attributes valued by employers in Australia.  Topics include following workplace instructions, socialising at work, negotiation and teamwork.

The resource is aligned to the Certificate III in Spoken and Written English 

Suitability: Suitable for adult and secondary ESL learners

Level:  ISLPR 1+ and above, CSWE III

A list of AMES resources suitable for youth.  Complete catalogue is available online at www.ames.net.au/shop


Say it again: everyday conversations for listening and pronunciation

Say it again, a new low level listening resource containing 245 short conversational and transactional dialogues in modern Australian English, for listening and pronunciation practice. The kit contains two audio CDs and a book of transcripts, with space for translations or pronunciation notes. 

Topics include:

   at school

   at work

   getting around

   job search

   health

   local services

   on the phone

   shopping.

Learners practise 

   registering at a Job Network Provider

   discussing OH&S 

   asking for help and directions

   talking at the supermarket checkout and the post office

   buying phone credit

   paying a bill

   making small talk

   buying tickets

   inviting

   accepting and refusing offers

   apologising

   speaking on the phone

   talking to the doctor

   picking up children from childcare

   sharing good and bad news

   and much more!
_____________________________________________________________

VILC (the Virtual Independent Learning Centre) has been providing premium online English language learning resources since 1997. 

VILC is:

     one of Australia’s most popular sources of online content for English language learning, revamped and re-launched in July 2007

     an extensive collection of resources and activities based on

       real web pages

    current news and 
       everyday media specially designed to help students and teachers use the Internet to meet curriculum goals.



BVET Innovation projects to support vocational students

In 2007 the NSW Board of Vocational Education and Training (BVET) is supporting a range of projects exploring innovative ways to support students who are educationally disadvantaged, or at risk of early school leaving.  A focus on VET work placement, improved student engagement and vocational learning outcomes, and strengthened transitions to further training and work is a feature of these projects.

The Projects include:

1. Student work readiness

This project particularly supports educationally disadvantaged students and those identified as at risk, enrolled in HSC VET courses with a mandatory work placement requirement.  The BVET Industry Showcase draws on young but experienced industry personnel sharing their careers stories with students, and working collaboratively with VET teachers to jointly develop a resource that can be used on the day or in follow up actives, S Showcases may involve visits to industry and/or engaging sessions on Occupational Health and Safety.

2. Supporting Aboriginal students – Dubbo Senior Campus

This project aims to equip students with the knowledge, skills and pathways they need to complete their HSC and compete for employment opportunities at a more equitable level.  It also fosters the ‘sharing’ of resources to assist students from other areas to access structured workplace learning opportunities with employers who are sensitive to the needs of Aboriginal students.

3. Transition support for students from Pacific communities – Campbelltown

This project seeks to improve training and employment outcomes for young Pacific people in schools by encouraging collaboration between existing local community networks, families, schools and employers.

4. Students from Arabic speaking communities – South Western Sydney

By engaging students, their families and other members of Arabic speaking communities through a series of culturally appropriate information sessions, this project  aims to improve their knowledge of career options, school and non-school based (particularly TAFE NSW) vocational education and training pathways, using a range of culturally appropriate methods, including mentoring, focus groups and other strategies.



5. Recently arrived refugee students – Blacktown

This program aims to overcome barriers associated with employment and work placement faced by many recently arrived refugee students (including African students).  Ordinary work placement procedures are often inappropriate for these students because of a range of issues including language barriers, cultural misunderstandings and trauma from their experiences as refugees.  Many employers are also not equipped for dealing with the complex issues involved in working with such students.  Working with their families, schools and sympathetic employers, the project introduces students to the workplace in a gradual manner.  Students participate in work placement one morning a week and are supported by a dedicated coordinator.

For further information about any of the 2007 BVET Innovation projects contact Brendan.gembitsky@det.nsw.edu.au in the NSW Vocational Education in Schools Directorate.
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